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Announcing the latest addition to the series of . . . 


Public Papers of the Presidents 
of the United States 


HARRY S. TRUMAN, 1951 


This is the 19th volume in the “Public Papers” series to be released. 
It contains public messages and statements, news conferences, and other 
selected papers that were released by the White House during the 
year 1951. 


Among the 307 items in the book are: the President’s annual message 
to Congress on the State of the Union; special message to the Congress 
recommending a “pay as we go” tax program; radio and television 
reports to the American people on Korea and U.S. policy in the Far 
East and on the need for extending inflation controls; the address and 
remarks in San Francisco at the opening of the Conference on the 
Japanese Peace Treaty; and the proclamation terminating the state 





of war with Germany. 


The 747—page clothbound book, fully indexed, is priced at $6.25. 
All volumes in the “Public Papers” series are sold by the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 


20402. 


Distribution for official use is governed by the provisions of 


sections 32.15-32.19 of Title 1 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 


WEEKLY COMPILATION OF 
Presidential Documents 


Published every Monday by the Office of the Federal Register, 
National Archives and Records Service, General Services Adminis- 
tration (mail address National Archives and Records Service, 
Washington, D.C. 20408), the Weekly Compilation of Presidential 
Documents contains statements, messages and other Presidential 
er by the White House up to 5:00 p.m. Friday of 
each week. 


The Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents is published 
pursuant to the authority contained in the Fedcral Register Act 
(49 Stat. 500, as amended; 44 U.S.C. Ch. 8B), under regulations 
prescribed by the Administrative Committee of the Federal Reg- 
ister, approved by the President (30 F.R. 9573; 1 CFR Part 32). 

Distribution is made only by the Superintendent of Documents, 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. The 


Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents will be furnished 
by mail to subscribers for $6.00 per year, payable to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, 
D.C. 20402. The price of individual copies varies. 

There are no restrictions on the republication of material 
appearing in the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents. 
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William J. Hopkins 


The President’s Remarks and Citation Honoring 
Mr. Hopkins on the Occasion of His 23d 
Anniversary as Executive Clerk of the 

White House. July 15, 1966 


Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins, members of the Cabinet, dis- 
tinguished career civil servants, my fellow Americans: 

Every administration creates a phrase that describes its 
hopes for this great country of ours, this land we love. 

It may be the New Deal—or the Fair Deal—or the New 
Frontier—or the Great Society. All the words themselves 
are a challenge. They are meant to inspire private citi- 
zens and public servants alike. ‘They are meant to keep 
alive the vision of a just and a dynamic country. 

The man who stands behind me this afternoon did not 
create those phrases. But for 35 long years now he has 
been a vital instrument—I would say a most indispensable 
instrument—in the struggle to make all of those phrases 
a reality. 

For 23 years he has managed the business of this House: 
the bills that come from the Congress; the messages and 
orders of the President; the records of the entire Execu- 
tive Office; the regulations that govern the duties of all of 
those who work in the executive branch. 

And for more than 23 years, through the administra- 
tions of President Roosevelt, President Truman, President 
Eisenhower, President Kennedy, and President Johnson, 
the most commonly heard phrase in the halls of the White 
House has been: 

“Check it with Bill Hopkins, before you turn it loose.” 


“Where is the farm bill? What has happened to the 
immigration bill? Can we send that safety message on 
Saturday? What is the per diem rate for a consultant? 
What did President Roosevelt say about that? What did 
President Eisenhower do when he was confronted with 
that situation? When is that report due for Congress?” 
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And the first answer to all of these questions has always 
been the same thing: 


“Check it with Bill Hopkins, before you turn it loose.” 
If there has been a more valuable public servant on the 
rolls of the United States Government in that time—in 


the 35 years that I have been in that Government—I do 
not know his name. 


Bill Hopkins’ advice and counsel has been sought by 
the Presidents, by Cabinet officers, by military chieftains, 
by clerks and consultants, and by private citizens and it 
has always been given—freely, candidly, and discreetly— 
at all hours of the day and night, in all times of crisis and 
calm. 


So this afternoon I am glad that all of you, my co- 
workers, could come here to join us, as we have met in 
this beautiful Rose Garden at the end of a long working 
day, to honor this man of stature, Bill Hopkins, and his 23 
years of service as Executive Clerk of the White House. 


This is a profoundly symbolic occasion. For in honor- 
ing Mr. Hopkins, we also honor the whole corps of dedi- 
cated civil servants of which he is so outstanding an 
example. I have said on many occasions that I believe 
our country has developed the finest professional civil 
service in the history of the world. And, as President, I 
have not merely expressed that opinion as idle words—I 
have acted upon it. 


More than 40 percent of all the officials I have ap- 
pointed to permanent positions in the United States Gov- 
ernment in the almost 3 years I have been President have 
come from either the career civil service or the career 
foreign service. 


I have looked to the career service, because I believe 
that the demands placed upon members of Government 
today are greater than at any time in the history of the 
Nation. And if we are to meet those demands wisely, 
with imagination and understanding, our top executives 
must be drawn from among the most able, the best pre- 
pared, and the most committed people that we can find 
in thiscountry. In my experience, the career civil service 
is one place where such people are most likely to be found. 


This conviction of mine is not hard to explain. For I 
am daily exposed to a man who combines in his own per- 
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son the highest qualities of those who serve the public 
good. 

When I explored the various awards available to me 
to present to Bill Hopkins on this anniversary, I learned 
that he had already received the highest awards that were 
available in the White House for that purpose. President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower selected Bill Hopkins for the Presi- 
dent’s Award for Distinguished Civilian Service—and it 
was richly earned. So, we had to innovate. We de- 
signed a very special award for him alone. 

Bill, it is my great pleasure this afternoon to present 
this award to you as an expression of the high esteem, the 
deep appreciation, and the warm regard that all of your 
colleagues feel for you. 

I should now like to read the citation: 


CITATION 


“The President of the United States of America awards 
this citation to William J. Hopkins with pride and appre- 
ciation on this your 23rd anniversary as Executive Clerk 
of the White House. Your skill, dedication, and effec- 
tiveness have become hallmarks of excellence during a 
Federal career dating from 1929. Since 1931, your de- 
voted service in the White House has been of immeasur- 
able help to six Presidents. Throughout 23 years as the 
Executive Clerk you have performed a critical and sensi- 
tive assignment with a single-minded purpose: to render 
the highest possible service to the President and to the 
people of our country. We are limited in our ways to 
honor such ability and patriotism, yet I can offer one 
tangible evidence of our gratitude by promoting you today 
to the new position of the Executive Assistant to the Presi- 
dent of the United States. You are a great credit to the 
career service and a credit to the United States 
Government. 

“Lynpon B. Jonnson 
“The White House, Washington, D.C. 
“July 15, 1966” 


Now, ladies and gentlemen, that concludes the citation. 

This promotion gives me very special pleasure, because, 
for once, instead of having to find a man to fill an office, 
we are creating an office that fits the man. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 5:35 p.m. in the Rose Garden at the 
White House. 


Agricultural Advisory Corps 
in Viet-Nam 
Statement by the President on the Work of the Corps 


and His Letter to the First Eight Volunteers. 
July 18, 1966 


President Johnson today sent letters to express his ap- 
preciation to eight young agricultural workers who have 
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volunteered to teach American production skills to the 
farmers of Viet-Nam. (Copy of letter attached) 

The volunteers will begin specialized training August 1. 
They will serve as provincial agricultural advisers. 

The eight were recruited by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture as a follow-up on recommendations made by 
Secretary of Agriculture Orville L. Freeman and agricul- 
tural leaders who went to South Viet-Nam to study and 
advise on farm problems last February. 


President Johnson said the goal is to make at least one 
American agricultural adviser available in each province 
as the areas are made secure. 

“These men will work to help carry out our pledge to 
provide American technical and practical aid to the Viet- 
namese in their second-front war on hunger, poverty, ill- 
ness, illiteracy, and injustice,” the President said. 


“All of us can take heart from the fact that Vietnamese 
people in the provinces and villages are eager to build 
schools for their children, improve health facilities, mod- 
ernize their farming methods, and to take further steps 
toward land reform. 


“T am grateful, and I know that my fellow Americans 
and the South Vietnamese are grateful, to these agricul- 
tural leaders who are volunteering to work in the fields and 
villages to help the Vietnamese build a productive 
agriculture.” 

The first eight men selected for the agricultural ad- 
visory corps by the Federal and State Cooperative Exten- 
sion Services are: 


ALLEN CLIFFORD BJERGO, county extension agent, Whitehall, Mont. 
Nose E. DEAN, county extension agent, Kalispell, Mont. 


ArtTuur L. GEHLBACH, assistant county extension agent, Blooming- 
ton, Ind. 


Rosert H. Dopp, county agricultural agent, Fonda, N.Y. 


James S. Hoiperness, agricultural editor, College of Agriculture, 
University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho. 


Dennis K. Seviers, director, Community Action Program, area of 
four counties, Levering, Mich. 


Wituiam E, SCHUMACHER, cooperative extension agent, Catskill, 
Nit. 


Cuartes E. WissENBACH, county extension agent leader for 4-H 
Clubs, Haydenville, Mass. 

The advisers are employed by the Federal Extension 
Service of the Department of Agriculture and will work 
under the guidance of the Agency for International De- 
velopment, U.S. Department of State. 


They will have 6 months of intensive training in the 
language and culture of South Viet-Nam and in tropical 
agriculture. Training will be in Washington, Florida, the 
Philippines, and Taiwan. 


When training is completed, the men will be assigned— 
about February 1, 1967—to work 18 to 24 months along- 
side Viet-Nam leaders in secured provinces. 


The Department of Agriculture has informed the Presi- 
dent that plans are being made for an additional group of 
15 agricultural workers to begin similar training in 
October. 
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Tue PresmpeENt’s LETTER 


Dear ; 
I am pleased that you have volunteered to help the 
people of South Vietnam. 

You and seven other young men are a new kind of 
pioneer. As on-the-farm advisers to Vietnamese peasants 
and agricultural workers, you will play an indispensable 
role in carrying out your country’s pledge of aid to Viet- 
nam in a second-front war on hunger and poverty. 

I am hopeful and confident that others, encouraged by 
your example, will want to become one of you. 

The Vietnamese people in the provinces and villages 
are eager to modernize their farming methods, to speed up 
land reform, to build schools for their children, and to 
improve health facilities. ‘They need advice and assist- 
ance. You and your colleagues will help them to adapt 
and learn to use U.S. technical and practical farming 
knowledge and to obtain the supplies and services they 
need. 

Your work and that of other Americans in the villages 
and on the farms can contribute in an important way to 
shortening the war and saving the lives and resources of 
both Americans and Vietnamese. 

I extend my personal commendation for your bold and 


patriotic desire to help a courageous people struggling for 
freedom and human dignity. 
Sincerely, 


Lynpon B. JoHNsON 


Report on the Peace Corps 


Highlights of a Report to the President by 
Jack Hood Vaughn, Director. 
July 18, 1966 


Peace Corps HIGHLIGHTS (AS OF JuLY 18, 1966) 


LanpMARKS: This spring the 20,000th Peace Corps 
Volunteer left for overseas assignment. Later this 
month, the 10,000th Volunteer to complete a 2-year 
tour will return to the United States. 

AppLicATIONS: The Peace Corps recruited a record 
10,200 Volunteers during the program year ending 
next month, a 20 percent increase over 1965 when 
about 8,500 were accepted. Interest in the Peace 
Corps during the year was so great that the organiza- 
tion recruited 1,000 more Volunteers than it 
originally expected. 

Tratninc: This month on more than 80 college and uni- 
versity campuses from Hawaii to southern Florida, 
the Peace Corps opened the Nation’s largest sum- 
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mer school. Some 7,500 would-be Volunteers will 
be trained in the next 2 months. Total Peace Corps 
strength by the end of this summer: 14,800. 


New Countries: Volunteers will be sent this year for the 
first time to Chad, Bechuanaland and Mauritania in 
Africa, Guyana in Latin America, and South Korea 
and Micronesia in the Far East bringing to 52 the 
total of Peace Corps host countries. 


New ProcraMs: Among the more dramatic projects un- | 


dertaken by the organization in the past few months 
are— 

India Agriculture: Three months ago, following 
Prime Minister Gandhi’s visit to the United States, 
the Peace Corps was asked to augment its operations 
in India to help alleviate that country’s chronic food 
shortage. By the end of 1966 more than 1,100 
Volunteers specializing in agriculture and nutrition 
work will be working in India. 

Micronesia: In May President Johnson transmitted 
a request from the U.N. for the assistance of Peace 
Corps Volunteers as teachers, health workers, and 
community action workers to go to the United States 
administered Trust Territory of the Pacific. Some 
3,000 applications were received in the few weeks 
following the announcement—a figure nearly ten 
times the Peace Corps’ original expectation. Within 
the next few weeks the first training programs will 
begin in Hawaii and Florida. By year’s end about 
400 Volunteers will be at work in Micronesia. 


OTHER Peace Corps: Sixteen other nations have set up 
their own version of the Peace Corps or expanded 
existing programs of a similar nature. They include 
Japan, Israel, Sweden, Great Britain, and Canada. 
Some 6,000 Volunteers are at work in these overseas 
counterparts to our Peace Corps. 


Note: Mr. Vaughn met with the President on Monday, July 18, to 
report on Peace Corps activities, including the School-to-School 
Program and the Exchange Peace Corps. For the President’s state- 
ment on the School-to-School Program and fact sheets on that pro- 
gram and the Exchange Peace Corps, see the next item. 

The White House also released the following table showing the 


number of Peace Corps Volunteers and the countries to which they 
have been assigned. 





| 
Volunteers in— | 








Region | Total | Programs 

| Train- | Coun- 

ing try | 

| 
EE ers 1, 235 3, 421 4, 636 105 
rare Sey 817 1,488 | 2,305 36 
Eee 1,977 3, 439 5, 416 180 

North Africa, Near East, 

and South Asia......... 912 |} 2,182 3, 094 79 
Grand Total........ 4,921 | 10,520 | 15, 451 400 
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we could complete it. Next year I will again begin a 
school building project, but this time I will start in time 
to reach the goal. It is my hope that I will be able, with 
student cooperation, to make this an annual project. 
The students asked me to give you a free hand in the 
selection of the school site, so here is the money; you may 
do with it as you wish. 
Please send any correspondence concerning the project 
to me. 
Best wishes, 
Jum Nevins 
Social Studies Department 
Corning East High School 


{Mr. Wally Allen, Special Assistant, School-to-School Project, Peace 
Corps, Washington, D.C.] 


[Attachment IT] 


ScHOOL-TO-SCHOOL FACT SHEET 


School-to-School Program 


In his Smithsonian address last September and again in 
a February special message to Congress on education and 
health, President Johnson called for a “major new effort” 
in improving international education. He pledged the 
United States to “play its full role” in “a new and noble 
venture.” 


As a part of this endeavor, the President encouraged 
growth of the School-to-School Program and recom- 
mended a goal of 1,000 School-to-School Partnerships. 


W hat is School-to-School? 


The School-to-School Program makes it possible for 
school children in the United States working through their 
school or a civic organization to sponsor the building of a 
school overseas. 

The students in this country raise money (usually 
$1,000) to be used by an overseas community to purchase 
construction materials. Members of the overseas com- 
munity then work with Peace Corps Volunteers to build 
the schools. 


What We’ve Learned 


Success in the Program depends on self-help. These 
schools must not be monuments to the United States but 
must be the fruits of labor and sweat of the local constitu- 
ency; therefore, before any School-to-School money is re- 
leased, each host community must, on its own: (a) ac- 
quire the land, (b) provide a teacher, (c) provide all the 
labor, (d) install the foundation. School-to-School 
funds pay only for the materials. 

The program provides a proven vehicle for a major 
breakthrough in supplying desperately needed rural 
schools overseas, as well as a sorely-needed challenge for 
American youth. 
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Facts and Figures 


—Program shows growth of nearly 100 percent since 
March 1966. 

—More than 2,500 letters have come from students, 
schools, and organizations expressing interest in the 
program. 

—More than 300 schools are currently in the process 
of fund-raising. 

—155 schools have raised $141,000.00 to date. 

—cColombia has the most School-to-School projects 
underway (36). 

—150 schools are presently under construction (90) or 
completed (60) in 24 countries in Asia, Africa, and 
Latin America. 

—Tanzania has requested 150. 

—Goal: 1,000 partnerships FY 67. 

Illustrations 

The ingenuity shown by school children in raising these 
funds is remarkable: 

Students at Corning-Painted Post East High School, 
Corning, N.Y., worked 1,100 hours to raise $900 for 
their School-to-School project. The range of their labor 
ran from babysitting to deer skinning; 

The Student Council at Niles Township Community 
High School, Skokie, Ill., conducted an “Ugliest Man” 
contest to raise School-to-School funds; 

At Tacoma, Wash., University of Puget Sound students 
promoted a “fast dinner,” in which a percentage of the 
cost of one meal was given to School-to-School; 

“Tag Day” was the device employed by youngsters at 
Mexico High School, Mexico, Mo.; 

Students at Roslyn Public Schools, Roslyn, N.Y., ac- 
cumulated $2,000 from “work days” by classroom units 
which perform neighborhood chores; 

Pupils of Crow Island School, Winnetka, IIl., earned 
$1,000 by selling pop bottles, used paperback books, baby- 
sitting, and presenting neighborhood plays; 

Lawrence High School, Lawrence, N.Y., collected 
funds with a talent show. 

The partnership doesn’t end when the American school 
children finish their fund drive or their overseas partners 
put the finishing touches on their new school. Letters, 
tapes, and photographs are sometimes exchanged, as are 
examples of student art and handicraft. 

And in one case, the Presidential airplane was employed 
as a delivery vehicle for four baskets of pineapples and 
coconuts from the children of a primary school in Adiake, 
Ivory Coast. The Presidential jet transported the fruit 


on a return flight from Africa 2 years ago and the present 
was duly delivered by the Peace Corps to representatives 
of the 37 Scranton, Pa., school children who contributed 
their nickels and dimes to build a six-room primary school 
for 150 children in Adiake. 
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Countries Currently Participating in the School-to-School Program and Number 
of Schools Underway 


CBO So oo hie 6k 58 D BR casa weeksectedeis 16 
Reger ae ee eer 37 
I 26 cs ks ean sacacome DS I iinvck cecdasdcaccs 1 
i oS ee ae | eee 16 
RE rer ere 2 Cs 85 ck tice ceuee 28 
EN ietisn ccceecanee TS 6 icc ctxdiace 4 
| Ra ey eee Se WONG koi cick cca ticsns 2 
| Serer reer BM Wei scnentsntaendsnncees 6 
PE Gastascnusaceceete WEN el icccitecdcens 1 
a eee 7 
Pike ckensawabennees 2 —_— 
— 111 
24 — 
=== Afghanistan............... 1 
ne ee ee OS Me cecassscecyvenncas ks 1 
pr Be re tr ee 7 QO Sadecen tescnei«s 1 
12 3 


Schools under construction, 90; schools completed, 60; total, 150. 





BREAKDOWN BY STATES 
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State projects State projects 
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ExcHANGE Peace Corps 


What is the Exchange Peace Corps? 


The Exchange Peace Corps is a new program which 
would bring, in the first year, 500 Volunteers from other 
countries for service in the United States. In recom- 
mending this program to Congress in his February 2, 1966, 
Message to Congress on International Education and 
Health, President Johnson said : 


“Our Nation has no better ambassadors than the young 
volunteers who serve in 46 countries in the Peace Corps. 
I propose that we welcome similar ambassadors to our 
shores. We need their special skills and understanding, 
just as they need ours.” 


What Will Exchange Peace Corps Volunteers Do? 
The first year of the Exchange Peace Corps program 


in the United States will be one of experimentation to 


determine the most effective use of this new resource of 
talent. 
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In teaching, Exchange Peace Corps Volunteers may 
be employed by school systems to introduce new world 
cultures courses into the classroom. One school system, 
for example, plans to use a team of teachers (possibly 
one Latin American, one Japanese, one African, and one 
Indian) to introduce a new ninth-grade world studies 
course. Some school systems may combine to share the 
talents of such a team. Other Exchange Volunteers will 
teach Spanish, French, mathematics, science, or any course 
found within the curriculum. Some Exchange Volun- 
teers may work as teachers’ aides or serve in pre-school 
Head Start programs. 

In addition to teaching, Exchange Volunteers may work 
in community service agencies, with youth groups, or in 
public health clinics or hospitals. They may work on 
projects initiated by the Office of Economic Opportunity 
or work in programs which supplement the War on 
Poverty. 

How Will the Exchange Peace Corps Volunteers Be 
Selected and Trained? 


The country which provides the Exchange Volunteers 
will be responsible for their recruitment, selection, and 
initial orientation. An important criteria will be their 
ability to communicate effectively in English. In most 
cases, Exchange Volunteers will be college graduates and 
fully licensed or qualified in their professional field in their 
own country. 


Up to a dozen countries may send Exchange Volunteers 
during the first year of the program. Initial discussions 
have been held with such countries as Israel, the Philip- 
pines, Mexico, Ethiopia, and Argentina. 


NOTE: The statement and fact sheets were released following a per- 
sonal report to the President by Jack Hood Vaughn, Director of the 


Peace Corps. For other highlights of his report, see the preceding 
item. 


Federal Salary and Fringe Benefits 
Act of 1966 


Statement by the President Upon Signing the Act. 
July 18, 1966 


I have signed the Federal Salary and Fringe Benefits 
Act of 1966. 


Every Member of Congress voting on this measure 
voted for it except for one. It is the third increase for 
Federal workers in 3 years. It makes needed revisions in 
fringe benefits for Government employees. 

A Federal pay raise has real and important fiscal and 
economicimpact. Each 1 percent increase in civilian pay 
adds $145 million a year to the Federal budget. 
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We are now in a period of economic prosperity un- 
equaled in our history. As President, I shall spare no 
effort to keep the Nation flourishing and our economy 
strong and healthy. 


That is why, last March, my proposal was designed to 
provide a fair and equitable increase in the salaries of 
Federal employees. At the same time it was designed 
to support two fundamental considerations of utmost im- 
portance to the Nation as a whole: 


—The wage-price guideposts, a key tool in the fight 
against inflation. 


—A sound and responsible Federal fiscal policy. 


For the most part, the legislation meets these tests. 
The Chairman of the Council of Economic Advisers has 
informed me that the percentage increase in compensa- 
tion provided by the legislation is within the limits of 
the wage guidepost. In our own house, therefore, we 
have set an example for labor and management through- 
out the country. I urge them to follow that example. 


This legislation, nevertheless, gives me very serious 
cause for concern. As finally enacted it provides an 
effective date for the pay increase 6 months earlier than I 
had proposed. 


Since the civilian pay bill also controls the effective date 
of the recently passed provision for military pay, the re- 
sult of the July 1 date is an addition of almost half a billion 
dollars to the fiscal year 1967 budget. 


These outlays begin at once, and they begin at a most 
critical time when we are striving to restrain inflationary 
pressures. 
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Taken alone, this addition to my budget does not spell 
the difference between fiscal responsibility and irresponsi- 
bility, or between stable prices and inflation. But should 
it be followed by other actions which add sharply to our 
spending, the overall result could seriously jeopardize our 
efforts to maintain sound economic growth without 
inflation. 

I intend to exercise all of my powers to hold spending to 
a level consistent with fiscal responsibility. For one 
thing, I will actively continue to search for every economy 
possible in every Federal program. 

There is no more important work than that performed 
by the men and women who have made public service 
their life’s career. We must attract and retain the talent 
and excellence needed to conduct the complex affairs of 
Government. This means fair and just compensation 
for Federal employees. 

One lesson, however, is clear: higher salaries bring litile 
benefit if the purchasing power of your dollar is eroded by 
inflation. 

We have not built—we have not grown—we have not 
come this far to allow inflation to disrupt our progress and 
destroy our gains. 

We must set an example of responsibility for our fight- 
ing men in Viet-Nam. 

And fiscal responsibility in the conduct of Federal 
affairs is as important as responsible action by business and 
labor. For, in the last analysis, we must all be united in 
a common cause to avoid inflation and sustain and enlarge 
our prosperity. 

NoTE: As enacted, the Federal Salary and Fringe Benefits Act of 
1966 (H.R. 14122) is Public Law 89-504. 








THE PRESIDENT’S NEWS CONFERENCE 
OF JULY 19, 1966 


Held Following Meetings With Congressional Leaders To Discuss the Impact 
of Appropriation Increases on the Budget 


Tue Preswent. Ladies and gentlemen, we had some meetings yesterday 
and today. We had some earlier in the week that may be of interest to 
you. I thought if you would like, I will review them very briefly with you. 

Within the last week, I have talked to the Democratic leaders con- 
cerning the congressional add-ons to the authorization and appropriation 
bills recommended in the President’s January budget. At their sugges- 
tion we had a bipartisan meeting yesterday afternoon and reviewed in 
some detail some of these specific add-ons and the potential add-ons. 

At the suggestion of Senator Dirksen, Mr. Ford, Mr. Mansfield, the 
Speaker, and Mr. Albert, we asked the Chairmen of the Subcommittees 
on Appropriations of the House and Senate, full Committees of the House 
and Senate, the ranking minority members, and other members of the 
Appropriations Committees to come and meet with us this morning. 
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pell I pointed up to them that we have had relatively few appropriations 
— bills arrive at the White House. But up to this point the add-ons 
a amounted to a little less than $1 billion. However, the budget statis- 
pat ticians and estimators indicated a potential add-on of between $5 billion 
ot and $6 billion to the President’s budget, which would throw that budget 
somewhere up in the neighborhood close to $120 billion without any 
to Viet-Nam supplemental. 
one ’ If we carry on the war at the present rate that it is going—if the 
my | war goes beyond June 1967, as you have been told several times and Sec- 
retary Rusk and Secretary McNamara have testified before the com- 
ned mittees—there will be a substantial supplemental for Viet-Nam. But 
omnes we can say at this time, while last week we took steps to reduce what 
na , could be a potential reduction of $1 billion in air ordnance, this morning 
ie the Secretary had to take an increase in—we will say—I105 millimeter 
ammunition. While last week he might have found a reduction in some 
Lette item, this week he will have increased petroleum charges because of 
I by the increased number of sorties. So we cannot tell about that at this 
stage. 
not — We have ample funds to carry us through next spring—some date 
and , then. We have authority to use them. There is now $100 million avail- 
able—somewhere in that neighborhood. We are looking at it very care- 
ght- fully. We won’t know when we will make a request for additional funds 
for Viet-Nam. That will depend on developments, circumstances, and 
eral — studies that are now being made. 
8 We do know that the Congress is now acting on the appropriations 
arge bills. Other than the Defense Department, there are indications that 


there will be very excessive add-ons that will total between $5 billion and 
— $6 billion. 


Courses or AcTION To PREVENT OVERHEATING THE ECONOMY 


So I outlined to them the alternatives. I want to stress to you that 


is an alternative—I want to repeat—an alternative now in dealing with 
the economy that is heating up. 


ECONOMIC CONTROLS; REDUCTION IN EXPENDITURES 


There are three real alternatives to deal with it, according to the 


economists. One is price and wage controls. Few, if any, recommend 
that Alternative Number 1. 


Number 2, the alternative of reducing expenditures. The votes 
would indicate, from the increase in the pay scale yesterday that I signed, 
the military authorization that has been passed, the military appropria- 
tion bill up today, that there are going to be no reductions today. The 


Congress itself is voting those unanimously. Therefore, you have to look 
at the nonmilitary items. 


In the budget estimates there are only $231 billion of items that 
are reducible. You take out the compensation, the social security, the 
contracts that already have been awarded, the civilian and military pay, 
the interest on the public debt, and those items, and you only have $231 
billion that is reducible. 
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It appears that might be increased’ by some $5 billion or $6 billion. 
The HEW appropriation bill is about half a billion dollars as it passed 
the House. The Agriculture appropriation bill is a little under $100 mil- 
lion as it passed the House. Water pollution is a little under $276 million 
as it passed the House. Military medical benefits are $213 million. 

There are indications that the inability to finance the sale of prop- 
erties under HUD could run over half a billion dollars. The interest on 
the public debt would be up about $150 million over the estimate. The 
pay raise is about half a billion dollars. 

So there are some of the items that I called to their attention and 
asked that they carefully review them. 

So, Alternative Number 1—controls—seems to have no support. 


DEFICIT FINANCING OR AN INCREASE IN TAXES 


Alternative Number 2—reducing nondefense expenditures—is a 
matter we discussed with them, the possibility of doing that. They are 
going to evaluate that very carefully and see what the Congress can do, 
because if the Congress is unable to do that, that carries you to Alter- 
native Number 3. This would either mean a substantial deficit and 
deficit financing, which we would prefer not to have, or a tax bill. 


RESTRAINT IN CONNECTION WITH APPROPRIATIONS INCREASES 


Now, before we can determine whether we will have a deficit or a 
tax, we have to see what happens to their ability to restrain these add- 
ons. If we can stay within the budget, we would like to. We are going 
to make that attempt. 


So the purpose of the meeting was to ask them to see what they could 
do to restrain them. I reported to them that for the third consecutive 
year our deficit, the 1966 deficit, was less than we anticipated. We 
anticipated that deficit would be $5 billion 300 million when it was sub- 
mitted to Congress 18 months ago. That estimate was revised last 
January. It was estimated we would have a deficit of $6 billion 400 
million. 

Actually, we have reduced the nondefense expenditures this year by 
$600 million. We have substantially increased the military expenditures 
and the revenue. But the deficit that was estimated 18 months ago at 
$5.3 billion and 6 months ago at $6.4 billion, is today, at the end of the 
fiscal year, final, $2.3 billion—the lowest deficit in the last 3 years. 

This marks the third straight year in which the actual deficit has 
been lower than what the President has predicted in his State of the 
Union Message. 

I think it demonstrates that we are maintaining a very strong and 
healthy economy. For that reason, I want the Members to work with 
us to try to continue that strong and healthy economy and that is only 
possible if revenues can approximately match expenditures. In this 
year, our revenues have considerably exceeded our estimates. I am very 
proud of this fiscal achievement. 

I hope Members of Congress will do what they can to be helpful. 
We will be in constant touch with them and make whatever decision is 
needed to be made down the road. 
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OTHER MATTERS DISCUSSED AT THE MEETINGS 


I think, in summarizing, I would include other things that we talked 
about. I gave them the weekly report from Ambassador Lodge and 
General Westmoreland which comes to us. It is a secret report. It gives 
the developments from the military standpoint. 

I reviewed with them the estimates on farm income that the Council 
had just reported tome. The revised data for the first quarter now shows 
that the realized gross income was $48.4 billion. That is up from the 
earlier estimate of $47 billion, up $1.4 billion. 

Q. Is that at the annual rate, Mr. President? 

Tue Preswent. For the first quarter, that is, the farm income rose 
even higher than we had thought. The revised data for the first quarter 
showed realized gross income of $48.4 billion, up from the earlier esti- 
mate of $47 billion. It shows for the first half, as a whole, that the gross 
farm income was up 8.1 percent from 1965; up 28.1 percent from 1960; 
net farm income was up 10.2 percent from 1965, or 39.6 percent from 
1960. Net per farm was up 13.6 percent from 1965 and up 67 percent 
from 1960. 

We reviewed the price structure, the farm products, the processed 
foods, the industrials, Consumer Price Index, and so forth. 

Q. Mr. President, were those figures of gross income up and so forth 
in billions or in percentages? 

Tue Preswent. These are in percentages. 


SUMMARY AND INVITATION TO QUESTIONS 


So I want to emphasize what the meeting was about this morning. 
It dealt with two things, very simple: The add-ons that had been made 
up to now, which are short of a billion dollars, to the budget. The poten- 
tial add-ons which could be between $5 billion and $6 billion, for 
nonmilitary—I mean non-Viet-Nam. 

And those items I told you are education, health, agriculture, pollu- 
tion, and general over and above the budget. That is it. 

I will take your questions within a reasonable limit. 


I gave you this briefing because I did conduct the meeting this 
morning myself. I thought I could give you a summary a little better 
directly than through somebody. 

I have a Security Council meeting now. So you follow the questions 
and take a reasonable time. 


QUESTIONS tions it is now $114 billion. But, in any event, I pointed 


up there has been a billion dollars added on. 


Q. Mr. President, what specifically did you ask the 
bipartisan leaders, the group this morning, to do? 

Tue Present. I asked the chairmen of the com- 
mittees to meet with the chairmen of their subcommittees 
and their ranking minority members and scrutinize every 
proposed add-on to the budget. 

Of course, the desirable thing would be to keep the 
budget to $113 billion. But we have already added a 
billion dollars, so we can’t do that—through appropria- 


The bill I signed yesterday was within our guidelines. 
We had hoped that this inflationary pressure would not 
hit us in July, but would hit us in January. This started 
the $500 million earlier than we had hoped. It has cost 
us. But that is already a fait accompli. There was one 
vote in the House against it and none in the Senate. Rep- 
resentative Fogarty voted against it. 

I talked to the leadership about it. I think they would 
like to be helpful, but the sentiment was not there. 
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Q. The North Vietnamese Ambassador to China 
said 

Tue Preswent. I would like to get in the war picture 
and Viet-Nam tomorrow, if I could. I have the Security 
Council waiting for me. I don’t want to go into general 
questions. 





Incidentally, if that meets with your pleasure, we will 
have a press conference at 4 o’clock tomorrow, if we can 
arrange for the East Room. You can have radio and 
television. 

Q. In the three alternatives, Mr. President, it seems 
to me unless we can keep the add-ons reasonable, there 
will have to be a tax increase. 


Tue Preswent. No. There are three alternatives. 
The first one appears out. From there we don’t know. 
I wouldn’t make the mistake of saying the President 
intimated anything. I think it is a very serious error. 
We don’t know. The President doesn’t know. He 
would like to be positive this is the course. The first thing 
we are going to do is: We are going to see what can be 
done to reduce expenditures. Once we look at that and 
we look at the Vict-Nam expenditures, the thing will shape 
up a little better. 


Q. Mr. President, you listed some figures here, half a 
billion dollars HEW, $300 million, $276 million water 
pollution, and that kind of thing. 


Tue Preswent. Those are rounded figures. 
Q. These are proposed add-ons? 


Tue Presipent. These are add-ons that have passed 
the House or that have been in committee. They are 
the things that appear to the budget people as likely add- 
ons. These figures, Jim, I believe are rounded, so I want 
to make that clear. I don’t want to get my credibility 
involved here. 


Q. Mr. President, did you get any encouragement from 
the leaders? 


Tue Presipent. I found every man present very co- 
operative and very anxious to work nonpartisanly to 
maintain a sound fiscal situation. They were very co- 
operative, helpful, and courteous. They made good 
suggestions. ‘There are a lot of demands for these 
appropriations. 


We know that for too long we have delayed educating 
our people. We know that for too long we have delayed 
facing up to our pollution problems. We know that for 
too long we have not faced up to our health dangers. 


But we have made recommendations in the budget. 
We have gone just as far as we think we can go in the light 
of the economic situation as we see it. It is $113 billion. 
What we are talking about is not the $113 billion, because 
if we cut everything out of it that is not frozen, we couldn’t 
cut but $23 billion. That is all you have to work with. 
What we are talking about is the potential $5 billion or $6 
billion that is being considered. 
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Q. Mr. President, do you think it is fair to say that 
what you told these gentlemen adds up to saying if they 
don’t cut back these add-ons—— 

Tue Preswent. No. I would stop you there. I 
wouldn’t say I made any ultimatum to them at all. We 
haven’t reached that point. What I said is, “Fellows, 
you go and see if you really want to add to this $113 
billion, and we hope that you won’t. We recommend 
that you don’t.” 

But to trace it beyond that, Smitty, will get you in water 
over your head, because I don’t know exactly how deep 
that water is myself until we can see what the add-ons 
are, until we see what the Viet-Nam expenditures are. I 
have seen the best intentioned people send the stock mar- 
ket down. I don’t want to do that. 

Q. Mr. President, do you see any possibility of a 
special session of Congress for a supplemental for 
Viet-Nam? 

Tue Preswwent. That hasn’t been discussed with 
anyone. Ihaven’t heard it mentioned. 

Q. On the ammunition that Secretary McNamara is 
having to order as of today, does this wipe out the savings 
that he had? 

Tue Present. I was trying to use that as an illustra- 
tion to you. No, it won't. It is just one item out of 
hundreds that he deals with. I was trying to illustrate 
to you the problems of saying concretely what will hap- 
pen a year from now. He knows what he plans for if 
the thing would be ended June 30th. We have asked for 
that. But ifit is projected further, we don’t know. That 
changes from day to day. 

For instance, this January the best estimators we had 
thought it would be a $6.4 billion deficit. But it is now 
$2.3 billion. ‘That ishow much change there is. Thank 
goodness it is down. All three deficits have been down. 

When we came in in November, following the budget 
that started in July under President Kennedy, we had an 
$11 billion-plus deficit estimated. The next budget was 
$5 billion-something, and we reduced that to $3 billion- 
something. ‘This one was first estimated at $5.3 billion 
and revised to $6.4 billion. It has been reduced to $2.3 
billion. 

Next year is going to be the really tough year, because 
of these potential add-ons. The budget last year that 
went up was $99 billion-something. The Viet-Nam 
expenditures carried us to $106.9 billion, from $99 billion. 
The budget this year went up to $113 billion. 

But these potentials look like it can run up to—we don’t 
know. It depends on the Congress. 

Q. What is the deficit estimate for 1967? 

THE PRESIDENT. It depends on Viet-Nam. 

Q. What went up with your budget? 

THE PresweENT. $1.8 billion. 

Tue Press. Thank you, Mr. President. 

NOTE: President Johnson’s sixty-seventh news conference was held 


in the President’s office at the White House at 11:25 a.m. on 
Tuesday, July 19, 1966. 
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Disposition of Claims By or Against 
the Government 


Statement by the President Upon Signing Four Bills 
Providing for More Fair and Equitable 
Procedures. July 19, 1966 


The four measures I have signed into law carry us 
forward toward the democratic ideal of fairness and 
equality for all our citizens. ‘They symbolize our never- 
ending struggle to achieve equal justice under the law. 

We can have no equal justice when a citizen must bring 
his grievance into court against the Government within 
a specified period of time—if we do not impose similar time 
limits on the Government’s claim against its citizens. 

Yet, that is what has been happening in too many 
instances. 

The first measure I signed corrects this inequity. No 
longer will the Government be permitted to bring old and 
stale lawsuits against private parties. 

We can have no equal justice when citizens are pre- 
vented from recovering court costs even when they win 
lawsuits against the Government—and yet hold them 
liable for the Government’s costs when they lose. 

Yet this, too, is what we have been doing far too long. 

The second measure I signed will correct this inequity 
by requiring the Government to pay costs when it loses 
a lawsuit. 

The two remaining measures will encourage more out- 
of-court settlements. They will make it easier for 
persons of limited means to contest their differences with 
the Government. 

No longer, for example, will a citizen be put to the 
expense, time, and effort to go into court against the Gov- 
ernment for personal injury, death, or property damage 
claims—when the Government stands ready and willing 
to settle out of court. 

And agencies throughout the Government will, for the 
first time, be able to settle many of their smaller claims 
against an individual without the need to bring him into 
court. 

These are long overdue reform measures. They will 
advance the cause of equal justice under the law. And 
they will promise a more reasonable, effective, and efficient 
approach to controversies with the Government: 

—Cases will be commenced before they grow old. 

—Disputes will be resolved without resort to the courts. 


—cCongestion in our already overcrowded courts will 
be eased. 


I am pleased to note that the need for this legislation 
was recognized by the Government itself and conceived of 
by a Government mindful that all of its traditional prerog- 
atives are not beyond change. 
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We are indeed grateful to Senator Ervin, Congress- 
men Celler and Ashmore, and all the many Members of 
Congress who made this legislation a reality. I particu- 
larly want to single out Assistant Attorney General John 
Douglas who was instrumental in developing the measures. 

Daniel Webster once wrote that justice is the great 
interest of men onearth. And so, today, we take another 
step that will light the way for still further progress toward 
the equal administration of justice—for that is a task 
that is never truly finished. 

NoTE: As enacted, the four bills signed by the President are: 

H.R. 13652, An Act to establish a statute of limitations for 
certain actions brought by the Government—Public Law 89-505 
(July 18) ; 

H.R. 14182, An Act to provide for judgments for costs against 
the United States—Public Law 89-507 (July 18); 


H.R. 13650, An Act to amend the Federal Tort Claims Act to 
authorize increased agency consideration of tort claims against the 
Government, and for other purposes—Public Law 89-506 (July 
18) ; 


H.R. 13651, Federal Claims Collection Act of 1966—Public Law 
89-508 (July 19). 


Star Route Postal Contracts 


The President’s Message to the House of Representatives 


Vetoing Bill Granting Automatic Price Increases. 
July 19, 1966 


To the House of Representatives: 

Iam returning H.R. 2035 without my approval. 

I am returning it because the principle it embodies is 
inflationary. 

I am returning it because it would set a bad example, 
not only in Government, but throughout our economy. 

This bill provides that whenever the consumer price 
index rises by at least one percent a year, the costs of 
more than 9,600 Star Route postal contracts would be 
automatically and arbitrarily increased. 

Such a blanket adjustment of Federal contracts, based 
on the consumer price index—or any price index—is 
dangerous. It substitutes an arbitrary rule for the need 
to judge each case on its merits. 

Often, an increase in the consumer price index does 
not mean that the contractor’s actual operating costs have 
gone up. Yet, under this bill, the contractor would be 
automatically entitled to price increases. 

This is not sound fiscal policy. It is not fair to those 
who do business with the Government, and it is not fair to 
the taxpayers. 

The principle of this measure, if approved, would not 
stop with the Star Route postal contracts. It would 
spread to other Post Office contracts—and ultimately 
to contracts throughout the Federal Government. 
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This would open the door for similar actions through- 
out the private sector of our economy. The resulting 
automatic, and often unjustified, wage increases would 
fuel the fires of inflation. 


Thus, we would be caught in an endless chain—a chain 
that would imprison the wage-earner behind the bars of 
inflation. 

I do not intend to let that happen. 


We are now in the sixth year of sustained prosperity. 
This prosperity was not achieved by accident. It was 
achieved by responsibility and restraint on the part of 
American business, American labor, and your Govern- 
ment. We imperil that prosperity if Government, itself, 
breaks the line. 

I recognize that adjustments in contracts may be nec- 
essary from time to time. And it is the policy of this 
Government to make these adjustments whenever they are 
justified. 

I also share the concern of the Congress that we should 
do everything possible to reduce the burden of paperwork 
which is now required of our Star Route contractors. 
But we must not attempt to achieve that goal by setting 
into motion arbitrary contract increases which can only 
contribute to a wage-price spiral with its disastrous im- 
pact on our economy. 

Accordingly, I have withheld my approval from H.R. 
2035. But I have directed the Postmaster General to 
take immediate steps to eliminate unneeded and unneces- 
sary paperwork of these small contractors. 

I believe that the purpose intended by the Congress in 
the enactment of this measure can be fully served in that 
manner without jeopardizing our sustained prosperity. 


Lynpon B. JoHNSON 


The White House 
July 19, 1966 


Library Services and Construction 
Act Amendments 


Statement by the President on Signing the Bill and 
Announcing His Intention To Name a National Library 
Commission. July 20, 1966 


It has been-a decade since the rural Library Services 
Act had its beginning. Since then, library services have 
been provided for 40 million rural and smalltown citizens; 
27 million books have been placed on public library 
shelves; 75 million citizens are enjoying new or improved 
library facilities. 

In 1965 the first funds for construction of public li- 
braries became available. ‘Today nearly 700 communi- 
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ties across the Nation are building new library facilities 
to serve today’s readers—and tomorrow’s. 


The Library Services and Construction Act Amend- 
ments of 1966, which I have signed into law, provide 
$575 million between now and 1975 to raise the physical 
standards of libraries, to replace outmoded buildings, and 
to help provide the 40 million square feet of library space 
still needed in our country. 


This legislation does not simply enlarge the construction 
program. It also provides $50 million to support inter- 
library cooperation. It establishes a $75 million grant 
program to provide library services for many citizens too 
often neglected: those who are physically handicapped 
or institutionalized; persons in State orphanages, hospi- 
tals, prisons, and training schools; those who are blind or 
who cannot read conventional printed matter. 


This new legislation builds on a substantial base. Au- 
thorized Federal expenditures for library services in fiscal 
1966 totaled $610 million, including $260 million for 


library construction and $180 million for books and ma- 
terials. 


But money alone will not do the job. We need intelli- 
gent advice and planning to see that our millions are spent 
wisely and well. We need to take a close look at the 
future of our libraries. We need to ask some serious 
questions. 


What part can libraries play in the Nation’s rapidly 
developing communications and information-exchange 
networks? Computers and new information technology 
have brought us to the brink of dramatic changes in li- 
brary technique. As we face this information revolution, 
we want to be satisfied that our funds do not preserve 
library practices which are already obsolete. 


Are our Federal efforts to assist libraries intelligently 
administered—or are they too fragmented among sepa- 
rate programs and agencies? 

To deal with these and other questions, I will soon 
name a National Library Commission of distinguished 
citizens and experts. Its job will be to point toward an 
effective and efficient library system for the future. The 
Commission will report directly to the Secretary of 
Health, Education, and Welfare. It can provide a na- 


tional perspective on the problems that confront our 
Nation’s libraries. 


We look forward to the day in America when all forms 
of knowledge are readily available to our citizens—and 
when zeal for learning is a trait of all our citizens. 


Nearly a century ago Walt Whitman reminded his 
countrymen that to have great poets a nation must also 
have great audiences. 

By signing this act and establishing this Commission, we 
are helping to provide for that great audience. 


NoTE: As enacted on July 19, the Library Services and Construction 
Act Amendments of 1966 (H.R. 14050) is Public Law 89-511. 
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MONDAY, JULY 25, 1966 

THE PRESIDENT’S 
NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
JULY 20, 1966 


WAR CRIMES TRIALS OF AMERICAN PRISONERS 


Frank Cormier (AP). Mr. President, what is your 
reaction to the talk from Hanoi about possible war crimes 
trials for American prisoners, and what might be the 
consequences of such an action? 

Tue Preswent. We feel very strongly, Frank, that 
these men, who are military men, who are carrying out 
military assignments in line of duty against military 
targets, are not war criminals and should not be treated 
as such. 

We are ready, whenever the Hanoi Government is 
ready, to sit down at a conference table under the spon- 
sorship of the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
to discuss ways in which the Geneva Conventions of 1949 
can be given fuller and more complete application in 
Viet-Nam. 

We think that the thought that these American boys 
have committed war crimes is deplorable and repulsive. 
Your Government has taken every step that it considers 
appropriate to see that proper representations on this 
subject have been made. 


BOMBING IN NORTH VIET-NAM 


MerrIMAN SmitH (UPI). Mr. President, again in 
connection with the war in Viet-Nam, there is a recur- 
rence of requests or recommendations that the United 
States again halt the bombing of North Viet-Nam. 
These requests have come from everybody from the Indian 
Prime Minister to factions in this country. What is your 
reaction to this sort of urging? 

Tue Preswent. The United States has made clear 
to the Government of India and to all other governments 
that at any time the Government of North Viet-Nam is 
willing to sit down at the conference table and discuss 
ways and means of obtaining peace in the world, that 
on a few hours’ notice the United States will be there. 

My closest representative is ready and willing and 
anxious at any time to enter into those discussions. 

I do not think that we should spend all of our time, 
though, examining what the Government of the United 
States might be willing to do without any regard to what 
the enemy might be willing to do. 

We have stated again and again our desire to engage 


in unconditional discussions and I repeat them again 
today. 


But we can’t talk about just half the war. We should 
talk about all the war, and we have not the slightest 
indication that the other side is willing to make any con- 
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cession, to take any action that would lead to the peace 
table. 


And until there is some indication on their part, we, 
of course, would not expect to tie the hands of our men 
in Viet-Nam. 


THE AIRLINE STRIKE 


GarNeETT Horner (Washington Evening Star). Mr. 
President, do you contemplate any further action in the 
airline strike? 

Tue Preswent. Yes. Secretary Wirtz has made a 
statement, a rather strong statement, within the hour in 
connection with that controversy. The President has 
followed the law. We have taken every legal step that 
we could. We appointed and convened a very fair and 
judicious Board of distinguished Americans who heard 
testimony that runs into the hundreds of pages, made 
proper recommendations and drew appropriate conclu- 
sions, and submitted them to the President. 


My advisers examined those recommendations, and I, 
as President of this country, urged both labor and man- 
agement to follow the Board’s recommendations. 

The Board recommended that the airlines pay approx- 


imately an additional $76 million in increased wages and 
benefits. 


After some consideration, the management agreed to 
the Board’s recommendations, but the union representa- 
tives refused. 


We have no legal remedies left to us in the Govern- 
ment. We have done all we can do under the law. We 
are continuing to persuade the management and labor 
people to continue their discussions. We are hopeful that 
they will continue those discussions and work around the 
clock, because the people of this country deserve to be 
served. 

While we have no law that can force the men to go 
back to work, I think the patience of the American peo- 
ple is being tried. And although the Government has 
done everything it can do to keep the mail moving, to 
serve the needs of defense, the time has come when a set- 
tlement is indicated. We would hope that the parties 
would continue to bargain until a decision is reached. 


EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS WITH HANOI 


J. F. Ter Horst (Detroit News). Mr. President, 
would it be possible, or has any thought been given to the 
idea of a prisoner exchange with Hanoi? 

‘THE PrestpENt. We have had no indication that 
the Government of Hanoi is open to any of the appeals 
or any of the suggestions that we have made from time 
to time. We think that we have made very clear, through 
our emissaries and through governments who are talking 
to both parties, our desire to sit at the table and discuss 
any subject that the other side desires to discuss. 








960 


But we have received no response whatever that would 


indicate the willingness on the part of the other side to 
do this. 


U.S. REACTION IN THE EVENT OF WAR CRIMES TRIALS 


JouN STEELE (Time Magazine). Mr. President, your 
Ambassador to the United Nations and several other 
administration spokesmen have issued rather somber 
warnings about the course of the war in the event the 
prisoners are brought to trial. I wonder if you would 
care to inform us now what actions you might desire to 
take in the event that the trials do take place? 

TuHeE Present. I would not want to go further on 
that, John, than I have gone. I think the people of this 
country and the peaceful people of the world would find 


this action very revolting and repulsive, and would react 
accordingly. 


U.S. POLICY ON VIET-NAM 


Epwarp P. Morcan (ABC News). Mr. President, 
two related questions on Viet-Nam, sir. Members of your 
administration in the past have said, in effect, that we 
were not seeking a military solution to the problem of 
Viet-Nam, but it has been widely interpreted that your 
Omaha and Des Moines speeches changed that. Is that 
true? 

Secondly, what do you feel about the theory that every 
major military conflict has a point of no return, and when 
that is reached it is difficult, if not impossible, to control? 

Tue Present. Well, the answer to your first ques- 
tion is no. The Omaha and Des Moines speeches did 
not change the consistent policy of this country that we 
have followed ever since I became President. 

Second, I think that the important thing for all of us 
to remember is that we are ready and willing now, and 
have been, without any limitation whatever, to discuss 
any subject with the enemy at any time that he is willing 
to discuss it. But, Ed, until he gives some indication that 
he will sit down and talk, I see nothing to be gained from 
these exploratory excursions. 


EFFECT OF SLOGANS AND RACIAL DISTURBANCES ON CIVIL 
RIGHTS 


MariANNE Means (King Features Syndicate). Mr. 
President, do you believe that such developments as the 
“black power” slogan and the disturbances in Chicago 
and Cleveland have created a new antagonism among 
whites that might hurt the civil rights movement? 

Tue Preswent. I am very concerned about the con- 
ditions that exist in many of the large cities of this country 
during this summer. I have talked to the Governors on 
that subject this morning, and I have been in touch with 
a number of the mayors in most recent days. 
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As I said in the previous press conference, I am not 
interested in “black power” or “white power.” What I 
am concerned with is democratic power, with a small “d.” 


I believe that if we are not to lose a great many of the 
gains that we have made in recent years in treating people 
equally in this country, giving them equality of opportu- 
nity, equality in education, and equality in employment, 
then we must recognize that while there is a Negro minor- 
ity of 10 percent in this country, there is a majority of 90 
percent who are not Negroes. 

But I believe most of those 90 percent have come 
around to the viewpoint of wanting to see equality and 
justice given their fellow citizens. 

Now they want to see it done under the law and they 
want to see it done orderly. They want to see it done 
without violence. I hope that the lawfully constituted 
authorities of this country, as well as every citizen of this 
country, will obey the law, will not resort to violence, will 
do everything they can to cooperate with constituted au- 
thority to see that the evil conditions are remedied, that 
equality is given, and that progress is made. And I shall 
do everything within my power to see that that is done. 


ROLE OF PROFESSIONAL AGITATORS 


Siw Davis (Westinghouse Broadcasting). Mr. Presi- 
dent, does the administration have any information that 
the current wave of riots are the work of professional agi- 
tators who want to foment trouble in our major cities? 


Tue Presment. Wherever there is trouble, there are 
always individuals to whom suspicion is attached. But 
I would not want to say that the protests and the demon- 
strations are inspired by foreign foes. I do say that on 
occasions where you find this trouble, you also find people 
who do not approve of our system, and who in some in- 
stances contribute to the violence that occurs, 


THE PRESIDENT S SPEECH ON U.S. ASIAN POLICY * 


PeTeR Lisacor (Chicago Daily News). In your speech 
last week, you suggested a conciliatory attitude toward 
mainland China under certain conditions. Do you have 
in mind an administration initiative that would lead to- 
ward a two-China policy in the United Nations, or is the 
administration attitude toward Communist Chinese ad- 
mission to the U.N. the same as it has been? 


THE PresweEnT. It is the same as it was in my speech. 
I spelled it out in somewhat substantial detail in that 
speech. I feel that we should do everything we can to 
increase our exchanges, to understand other people better, 
to have our scientists and our businessmen, our authors 


and our newspaper people exchange visits and exchange 
viewpoints. 


+2 Weekly Comp. Pres. Docs., p. 924. 
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I would hope that as a result of tearing down these bar- 
riers that some day all people in this world would be 
willing to be guided by the principles of the Charter of 
the United Nations, that all peoples would want to cease 
aggression and would try to live in peace and under- 
standing with their neighbors. 

So far as I am concerned, every day I am looking for 
new ways to understand the viewpoint of others. And I 
hope that at a not too distant date mainland China will 
be willing to open some of the barriers to these exchanges 
and be willing to perhaps come nearer to abiding by the 
principles laid down in the United Nations Charter. 


THE SAIGON GOVERNMENT'S PEACE PROPOSALS 


Forrest Boyp (Mutual Broadcasting). Mr. Presi- 
dent, to carry the discussion of Viet-Nam one step fur- 
ther, the Saigon Government has said, I believe last night, 
that the bombing of North Viet-Nam would stop im- 
mediately and allied forces would be asked to withdraw 
from South Viet-Nam if Hanoi would meet certain con- 
ditions, including stopping fighting and withdrawing 
their forces. 

Do you agree with this? Is this in line with our policy? 

Tue Presment. I have not examined that statement 
carefully. I heard it reported and I read a ticker item 
on it. 

I look with favor upon the general suggestion made. 
There is nothing that we would welcome more than for 
Hanoi to be willing to stop its infiltration and stop trying 
to gobble up its neighbor; to permit those people to engage 
in self-determination and select their own government. 
We generally approve of the sentiment expressed in the 
Saigon statement as I interpreted it. 


THE VIRGINIA PRIMARY ELECTIONS 


Ray Scuerer (NBC). Two oldtimers in Congress 
went down in the recent Virginia primary. What do you 
see as the political significance of this? 

Tue Presment. I don’t attach any particular sig- 


nificance to the defeat of a Member of the House or 
the Senate. 


In this instance, I think it is a question of the people 
of the State being rather evenly divided in connection 
with the Senate race, and that frequently happens under 
our democratic system. 

I know of no unusual significance that I would attach 


toit. I think each year you will see some of the candidates 
win and some lose. 


TRADE AND OTHER CONTACTS WITH CHINA 


Rosert Prerpoint (CBS News). Under what condi- 
tions, Mr. President, would the administration consider 
reducing its trade barriers against Communist China? 
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Tue Preswent. I think until we can have more 
understanding of what China’s plans are and China's 
hopes are, and what China expects to do in her own way 
in the future, we would not want to determine our com- 
plete course of conduct. 


I think we have tried to lead the way by asking them 
to accept as visitors some of our people, some of our busi- 
nessmen, and to discuss these problems with them. 


We fervently hope, as I have said again and again and 
again, that all nations in the world will give up their 
thoughts of aggression and force, and will be willing to 
abide by the principles of the United Nations Charter. 

Now until we see some evidence of the willingness of 
the various countries that may be involved to do that, I 
wouldn’t want to pass judgment on what our action might 
be. We are hoping, we are working to the end that all 
nations embrace those principles. 


LEGISLATION TO CONTROL STRIKES 


Tev Knap (Scripps-Howard). Mr. President, recall- 
ing your State of the Union promise to seek legislation to 
deal with strikes that threaten irreparable damage to the 
national interest, do you still plan to ask for such legisla- 
tion, and might this include compulsory arbitration in 
something like the airline strike? 

Tue Presiwent. We have had administration people 
working on possible proposals to submit to the Congress 
that could be used in cases of emergencies that vitally 
affect the public interest. 


I must frankly say to you that up to this point we have 
been unsuccessful in getting legislation that the Secre- 
tary of Labor and the other members of my Cabinet felt 
acceptable, and that we felt would have any chance of 
passage in the Congress. 


We are still searching for an answer. And we would 
like to find a solution that could be embraced by the ad- 
ministration, management, labor, and the Congress. But 
up to this point we have been quite unsuccessful. 


EFFECT OF HIGH INTEREST RATES 


Mrs. SaraH McC.ienpon (El Paso Times). Mr. 
President, every State and every city almost is feeling this 
terrible tight money squeeze and lack of credit, particu- 
larly the housing industry. Mr. Larry Blackman, the 
head of the Home Builders, has called an emergency 
meeting for July 27. I wonder if you have any solution 
or any policy that will help us out? 


Tue Preswent. No, we have made suggestions to the 
Congress before they recessed. ‘The Secretary of the 
Treasury met with the appropriate committees and rec- 
ommended that they take certain action in connection 
with deposits of $10,000 or under, or $100,000 or under, 


by placing a maximum ceiling rate on the interest paid 
on those deposits. 
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The administration thought that would be helpful. 
The Congress did not desire to act at that time. 


They passed a resolution calling upon the Federal Re- 
serve Board to take action in the matter. The Secretary 
of the Treasury went back to a committee of the Con- 
gress, and is working with them now. 

I discussed that subject last night. He hopes that we 
can obtain action through the Banking and Currency 
Committee of the House on legislation that will be helpful. 

We are seriously concerned with the plight of the home 
builder. We are distressed at the increased costs that are 
involved in the high interest rates. 

We had deep concerns last December when the in- 
crease was made by the Federal Reserve before the budget 
was submitted and without coordinating with the other 
fiscal agencies of the Government. But in the light of 
the situation as we see it now, the best thing that can be 
done is for Congress to act upon the legislation we have 
recommended. 

We expect them to do that. 
thing we can to expedite it. 


And we will do every- 


THE PRESIDENTS CAMPAIGN PLANS 


Rosert G. Spivack (Publishers Newspaper Syndi- 
cate). Mr. President, I know you are concerned about 
Viet-Nam and with your many domestic problems. And 
I know there have been suggestions that you are not a 
very good politician, but this is a political year and I won- 
der what your plans are for participating in the campaign, 
particularly where Pat Brown is concerned, or some of the 
other races that might be of interest. 

Tue Preswent. Well, Bob, I am inclined to agree 
with some of those people who think that I am not a very 
good politician some of the time. I am going to try to do 
my job as best I can. 

I do recognize this is election year. I will be called 
upon to visit various parts of the country. I expect to do 
so. I don’t think that the people of California need any 
advice from me to know that Governor Brown has been 
a great Governor. 

I expect to repeat that statement if given the opportu- 
nity between now and November, not only in California, 
but other places. 


I think a part of the President’s job is to go out into the 
country, to meet the people, to talk to them, to exchange 
viewpoints with them. 


I plan to take Saturday off this weekend and to go into 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Illinois, and Indiana, and I will 
spend the weekend visiting with the people of those States. 


I don’t expect to do that every week, but as my duties 
here in the White House permit, I will take advantage of 
every opportunity to go out into the country and discuss 
our program, our convictions; tell them what we stand 
for, and ask for their support. 
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SUMMIT MEETING OF WESTERN HEMISPHERE LEADERS 


CATHERINE MACKIN (Hearst Newspapers). Mr. Presi- 
dent, at your last press conference you expressed some sat- 
isfaction in the economic and political growth of South 
America. In view of this, I wonder if you can tell us 
what progress is being made toward the summit of West- 
ern Hemisphere leaders, and when that meeting will be 
held? 

Tue Presment. We do not have a date or a place. 
The leaders of the countries in the hemisphere are now 
very carefully considering the subjects for that conference. 
The staff work is being done on the subjects and the 
problems that the conference would deal with. 

Iam unable to, and I think the leaders of the hemisphere 
at this time are unable, to designate a time or place. 


I discussed with the President-elect of Bolivia today 
this conference, and we look forward with a great deal 
of interest, other countries being willing, to carrying out 
the suggestions originally made by a Latin American 
leader. But the time has not been set. 


We think it would be very fruitful and we would be 
glad to attend it, and we will, assuming time is given for 
proper preparation by the staff people. 


TREATMENT OF AMERICAN PRISONERS 


Joun Scart (ABC News). Mr. President, there have 
been an assortment of rumors from Communist sources 
during the past week which indicate that the North Viet- 
namese leaders may be planning to place American pris- 
oners in factories, or, indeed, even in oil installations in 
an effort to force you to call off the attacks. What would 
your reaction be to any such move? 


THE PreswENT. John, I have tried to give my view- 
point and the viewpoint of this Government on the men 
who have been captured. I would hope that they would 
receive humane treatment in accordance with the prin- 
ciples of the Geneva Convention of 1949. 

I believe that any other treatment accorded them 
would not be accepted by the civilized world. And I do 
not want to make any predictions or speculations about 
what will happen. 


I have expressed my viewpoint on what should happen. 
FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 


RicHarD WIGHTMAN (Fairchild Newspapers). Mr. 
President, you recently said that freedom of information 
should never be restricted unless it affected national 
security. One of my papers, Women’s Wear Daily, ob- 
tained from one of its own sources a news story about your 
daughter’s wedding and printed it. 


Because of this, the White House has withdrawn our 
press credentials to cover the wedding. 
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Don’t you think in light of this that it rather goes 
against your own philosophy of press freedom? 

Tue Preswent. I guess I would need a little more in- 
formation before I got into a complete answer to your 
question. 

The information I have indicated that in order to serve 
all the press, certain rules were laid down, and that the 
press, for their convenience, was asked to follow those 
rules so no one would have an advantage. 

Because either some did not accept the rules or some 
did not follow them, some differences emerged. But if 
I could have your permission to just step aside on any of 
the detailed wedding arrangements, I would like very 
much to do so. Thank you very much. 


THE SITUATION IN VIET-NAM GENERALLY 


SPENCER Davis (AP). Mr. President, would you give 
us your appraisal of how the Viet-Nam war is going, sir, 
particularly whether or not more manpower might be 
required there? 

Tue Presipent. Yes, more manpower will be re- 
quired. We are working day and night on all four 
fronts. 

The economic front—and the report this evening from 
Ambassador Lodge indicates that there has been some 
improvement in prices and the economic situation there. 

The diplomatic front—our representatives and the rep- 
resentatives of other nations are now exploring in other 
capitals, in many other places, the possibilities of trying 
to find a way to get to the peace table. 

On the political front, plans are going forward for the 
election of the Constituent Assembly early in September, 
and numbers and numbers of candidates are filing for the 
places. 


We are supplying such advice and counsel as we can 
in the hope that this will be an orderly democratic elec- 
tion where the majority of the people can freely express 
themselves, and select the leaders of their choice. 

On the military front, our troops under General West- 
moreland are giving an excellent account of themselves, 
They are attempting to anticipate the enemy and doing 
everything they can to deter him from further aggression, 
from additional infiltration, and from the terror that he 
practices. 

The results have been that the enemy has lost about 
10 men for every loss the Americans have suffered. 

I believe the record for the last 10 weeks shows that 
the enemy has lost in excess of 1,000 men each week. 
Our average has been something like 100. This week I 
believe it is less than 100, and I believe theirs is more 
than 1,200. 

The mail that I get, some 50 or 60 letters from the 
battlefront each week, shows the morale is high, that the 
men are well trained, that they are well and adequately 
supplied, and properly led. 
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We ceased speculating a long time ago on how long 
this situation would endure. But I have said to you 
and to the American people time and again, and I repeat 
it today, that we shall persist. 

We shall send General Westmoreland such men as he 
may require and request, and they will be amply supplied. 
I have no doubt but what they will give a good account 
of themselves. 


Overall, I would say that the reports from the cap- 
tured prisoners—and there have been about twice as 
many defectors so far this year as there were the same 
period last year, some 10,000 compared to 4,000—but 
the interviews from a sample of 150 this week indicate 
that about 15 to 20 percent of the men that have been 
captured show that they are boys from 12 to 16 years 
of age. 

They show that a good many of their people take 3 
months in the infiltration, walking down from North 
Viet-Nam, that a good many of them are suffering from 
malaria, and beriberi, and other diseases. 

The men who conducted the bombings on the military 
targets, the oil supplies of Hanoi and Haiphong, did a 
very careful but very perfect job. They hit about 90 
percent of the total capacity of that storage, and almost 
70 percent of it was destroyed. 

Our reports indicate that there were few civilian lives 
lost, if any. One estimate was that one civilian was killed, 
and he was the one that was at the alarm center. 


We were very careful not to get out of the target area, 
in order not to affect civilian populations. But we are 
going, with our allies, to continue to do everything that 
we can to deter the aggressor and to go to the peace table 
at the earliest possible date. 

MerriMAN Smitu (UPI). Thank you, Mr. President. 


NOTE: President Johnson's sixty-eighth news. conference was held 
in the East Room at the White House, at 4 p.m. on Wednesday, 
July 20, 1966. The news conference was broadcast on nationwide 
radio and television. 

At the request of the White House, newsmen gave their names 
and affiliations before asking their questions. The Press Secretary 
explained that this would allow the engineers time to focus sound 
equipment on the questioners and thus make the questions clearer to 
the President and to the radio-TV audience. 


American Field Service Students 


The President’s Remarks to Students Completing 
a Year’s Visit to the United States. 
July 20, 1966 


Mr. Howe, distinguished members of the diplomatic 
corps, students, and friends: 


Since you are students and I am a former teacher, I 


would like to ask a few questions and have “a show of 
hands.” 
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First of all, how many of you are from this hemi- 
sphere—North or South America? 

How many from Canada? Europe? Africa? Asia? 
Australia and New Zealand? 


Whatever your native land, we are very happy to have 
you here this afternoon. Your visit gives us an opportu- 
nity to thank you for enriching our country with your 
presence. We hope you have learned something from 
us, as we know we have learned from you. 

There are nearly 3 billion people on this planet. Most 
of them live and die without ever leaving the small com- 
munity where they are born. Most of them never have 
an opportunity to contribute to the understanding among 
the nations of the world. 

But you are among the tiny minority who have had the 
opportunity to do that. You are among the few who 
have earned the ability to interpret one nation to another, 
one people to another. 

You probably have been surprised many times during 
the past year to learn how uninformed people are about 
your own homeland. You have been able to eliminate 
misunderstanding and prejudice and to enlighten your 
friends in America about your own people and about the 
place where you live. 

When you return home, you will encounter misunder- 
standings about us—misunderstandings which you will 
be able to clear up. 


This is what makes you so valuable to the entire world 
at this critical period in history. After this year abroad, 
you are still a citizen of your own land. In addition, you 
are more—you are now a citizen of the world. 


There are 3,000 of you here today, I am told, so there 
are at least 3,000 attitudes and memories reflected from 
your stay in the United States. 


There is one memory that I hope all of you will share. 
I believe you have seen that Americans are basically an 
optimistic people, anxious to help solve even the impossible 
problems. 

This optimistic faith is the source of America’s volun- 
teer spirit—the spirit that sends young men and women 
into the slums to fight against poverty and injustice. It 
is the spirit that sends others to foreign lands as members 
of the Peace Corps. 


Five months ago I sent a message to the Congress on 
international health and education. In that message I 
said: “Only when people know about—and care about— 
each other will nations learn to live together in harmony.” 
We have volunteered some of America’s wealth and some 
of our energy to that great purpose—to add a world 
dimension to the task of improving the health and the 
education of mankind. 


So here is another opportunity to volunteer for another 
great adventure—to help free people from the slavery of 
ignorance and the burden of disease. 
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These must be the goals of all men: to bring new hope 
and opportunity to the world, to encourage understand- 
ing, to constantly search and seek peace. 

In this country we have the People-to-People program. 
It is working well. Now I see in your faces the potential 
for a Youth-to-Youth program, a means to enlarge your 
service to others, a means to work as volunteers for peace 
among men. 

So let every nation and every generation—and especially 
your young hearts and your young minds—volunteer with 
us in building a more just and a more humane world. 

When countries speak of sending volunteers into other 
lands, let them be sent to the real battlefields—the battle- 
fields of poverty, ignorance, disease, and suffering. Let 
them come bearing hope and not arms. 

Let them cross the frontiers in the bright light of day 
and not down jungle trails in the dark of night. 

Let them volunteer to enlarge the lives of their neigh- 
bors, not to take the lives of anyone. 

This is the kind of volunteers that Americans under- 
stand. It is the only kind that the world needs or wants. 

And I promise you that wherever such a volunteer may 
walk, he will find an American among the first to give 
him welcome and to take his hand and join him in his 
work for peace. 

I have been assured that you are future leaders of your 
countrics. ‘There are here this afternoon future law- 
makers, future first ladies, future prime ministers. 

In that case, you no doubt will be returning occasionally 
to the White House here in Washington. I will not say 
goodby to you this afternoon; I will just leave you sim- 
ply with my hope that the world will be a happier and a 
more peaceful place because of your visit here, because 
of what you have learned and what you have taught, 
because of the efforts that you will spend in the days 
ahead. 

Mrs. Johnson and Lynda Bird and I are delighted to 
welcome you and we hope to enjoy your companionship 
for some more of the afternoon. 

Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 5:35 p.m. on the South Lawn at 
the White House. 


School Lunch Program 


The President’s Letter to the Secretary of Agriculture 
on the 1966 Demonstration Program. 
July 21, 1966 


Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Poverty and lack of opportunity can be attacked in 
many ways, as we are proving in America, but there is 
no more important way than to assure each school child 
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ype of an adequate meal. So I was pleased to learn of the _ experiments, critical evaluations were reached, and maxi- 
ad- effectiveness during Fiscal Year 1966 of the special assist- | mum use was made of the knowledge and capabilities of 
ance portion of the School Lunch Program, and the fact —_ State and local officials. Through this approach, we can 
m. that nearly 200,000 additional children received these place in general use those methods which work well, and 
tial benefits. stop those which do not. 
yur It is a tribute to your Department, and to the State This successful demonstration provides a sound basis 
ace and local officials with whom you worked, that thedemon- _ for administration of the expanded program in the Child 
stration program was placed in more than 800 schools _— Nutrition Act now before the Congress. I am confident 
ally after the school year was well underway. Thisexperiment that this important legislation will be enacted. As long 
‘ith also shows what can be done with a relatively modest _as a single child lacks sufficient food to take advantage of 
amount of public funds—$2 million—when all levels of a school education, we will be failing our children, our- 
her Government cooperate in meeting the basic needs of selves, and the Nation. 
tle- people. Sincerely, 
Let Your program has also been a good example of an Lynpon B. Jonnson 
orderly approach to help those who live under the burden {Honorable Orville Freeman, The Secretary of Agriculture, 
Jay of poverty. Innovations were tested in carefully managed — Washington, D.C.] 
gh- 
ler- 
nts. 
me VISIT OF PRIME MINISTER 
‘i FORBES BURNHAM OF GUYANA 
our Remarks of President Johnson and Prime Minister Burnham at the 
aw- Welcoming Ceremony. July 21, 1966 
ally Tue Present. Mr. Prime Minister, Mr. Secretary: 
— We are delighted today to welcome the distinguished Prime Minister 
a to the Capital of our country. 
outta Mr. Prime Minister, you are welcome as an old friend, as the Prime 
sht, Minister of a sister American State, and as the most distinguished leader 
lays of the newest independent nation in our hemisphere. 
A few days ago we celebrated the 190th anniversary of our independ- 
1 to ence. Youare embarked upon your first year. | 
hip We know, as you do, that the early years of independence are years 
of challenge and trial, but they are also of great hope and promise. 
The task of nation-building really never stops. We devoted the first 
n at decades to mastering the frontier of our rivers and our forests, of our plains 
and our mountains. And then next we tackled the frontier of industrial 
development. Today we are pushing forward the frontiers of human 
aspirations and the needs of humankind. 
We are now engaged in a great struggle to eliminate the last elements 
of racial discrimination from our society. We are pressing the attack on 
poverty with equal zeal. We will not rest until our entire educational 
system has been revamped. We are equally as determined to improve 
the health of our young, to meet the medical needs of our old. 
We are committed to rebuilding our blighted cities and preserving 
the beauty of our land and our landscape. And while doing all of this at 
home, we will never falter in our commitment overseas in the defense of 
d in freedom and in support of economic development. 
hs Guyana has many of the same frontiers that we have to conquer. 
Nn 


You have an interior to be opened, a modernization process to be under- 
taken, and economic and social goals to be achieved. 
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You begin your task with a heritage from England not unlike the 
one possessed by our forefathers two centuries ago. With dedication and 
patience, skill and hard work the Guyanese people under your leadership 
will score impressive victories for yourselves and for the other free nations 
of this hemisphere. I think you know, Mr. Prime Minister, of our desire 
and our willingness to try to assist you in every way we can with your task. 

Your presence here symbolizes the ties which unite us and the com- 
mon objectives we share. You are an important part of this hemisphere. 
Your security involves our own security. Your welfare touches our own 
welfare. Your success in making democracy work will strengthen the 
exercise of democracy elsewhere. So we look to the day when you will 
join us in the councils of the Organization of American States and become 
full participants in our Alliance For Progress. 

You will be among close friends, Mr. Prime Minister, here in Wash- 
ington and as you travel throughout our country. 

We are glad you have come and we hope you enjoy your stay. 

Thank you very much. 


THe Prime MInisTER. Mr. President, on behalf of the Govern- 
ment and the people of my country of Guyana, may I express the deepest 
gratitude for the warmth of your welcome and the warmth of the weather 
which you have provided for me today. 

We have in the past—especially in the more recent past—been un- 
doubtedly impressed by the friendship which we have recognized on the 
part of the United States of America for our own growing country, even 
in our most difficult days. 

We have no doubt that we belong to the hemisphere. We have no 
doubt, from past performances, that we can look forward to continued 
assistance and a kindly friendship from the United States Government 
and people. And we have no doubt that small though we are, young 
though we are, so far as independence is concerned, that we have a tale 
to tell in this Western Hemisphere and that we can make our contribution 
to the preservation and maintenance of democracy. 

I thank you once again, Mr. President. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 12:40 p.m. on the South Lawn at the White House, 
where Prime Minister Burnham was given a formal welcome with full military honors. 





Visit of Prime Minister 
Forbes Burnham of Guyana 


your wise direction in the quest of independence. They 
join me today in wishing you well as you now begin the 
arduous task of building your nation. 

I am reminded that you share my favorite pastime of 
horseback riding. I asked Secretary Gordon, when he 
presented you with that Western saddle last May, to say 


Exchange of Toasts Between the President and 
Prime Minister Burnham. July 21, 1966 








Tue PRESIDENT. 
guests: 


Mr. Prime Minister and distinguished 


As the head of the oldest independent state in the hemi- 
sphere, Mr. Prime Minister, I take very special pleasure 
today in welcoming you to the White House as the leader 
of the newest. 

Around this table you will find seated friends of Guyana 
who have watched with great excitement and admiration 


then that I hoped you would ride tall in it. 

I would convey that message personally today. It is 
very clear that politically speaking you are riding tall in 
the saddle. 

You have greatly honored us by sending, as your first 
Ambassador to Washington, Sir John Carter. It is a 
double gain for us. We shall profit from his talents and 
we welcome home his most charming wife, a talented lady 
from North Carolina. 
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Mr. Prime Minister, we share your confidence and your 
hope in the future. Our desire is to make this hemi- 
sphere a shining example of what free men, working 
together, can accomplish together. 

We want Guyana to work with us and to work with 
the other American States toward this objective. 

You may be sure that you can count on our coopera- 
tion, our very deep interest, and always our full support. 

So, my friends, I should now like to propose that we 
toast the health of the Queen of Great Britain; the 
Guyanese Government under the very able leadership of 
Prime Minister Burnham. 


Tue Prime Minister. Ar. President, sir, distin- 
guished guests: 


My only claim to distinction is that I share the name of 
your President, though in typical Texas style, he has mis- 
spelled Lyndon. The proper spelling is mine, L-i-n-d-e-n. 

I am most grateful for the warm welcome, the hospi- 
tality which has been so far shown me as head of the most 
recent independent country of the hemisphere. 

As I observed earlier today, we have in the past been 
assured of the friendship of the United States of America 
and have no reason to believe that that friendship will not 
continue to be extended to us. 

We share with the United States of America a deep 
devotion to the concept and ideal of democracy. Cer- 
tainly we should like to see that particular plant, tender 
though it may be in our part of the world, flourish. 

We, in Guyana, are very small, but we are as dedicated 
as you to a democracy. But our problem is to maintain 
democracy in the midst of poverty, in the midst of low 
standards and low productivity. 

And I have good reason to believe that the assistance 
and friendship which the United States of America has 
shown in the past will continue to be shown in the future, 
so that we will have a fertile ground on which democracy 
may grow and bear fruit in this part of the world. 

The President is a tall man, but he speaks for a short 
time. I can do no better than emulate the President and 
say thank you very much for everything. 

Thank you. 


note: The President spoke at 2:07 p.m. in the State Dining Room 
at a luncheon honoring Prime Minister Burnham. 


Rent Supplement Program 


Progress Report to the President From the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development. July 22, 1966 


Because of your interest in the rent supplement pro- 
gram, I am submitting this statement relative to its prog- 
ress to date. 

As of June 30, 1966 we had made preliminary reser- 
vations for 91 projects involving 8,416 units and some 
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$5.5 million. The location of these reservations by cities 
and states are set forth in the attached table. I have 
arranged the order of the states in accordance with the 
zones of FHA in order to give a regional flavor to the 
submission. 

At the rate of reservations during the first six weeks of 
our operation it would be possible to make preliminary 
commitments for $44 million of rent supplement funds 
during this fiscal year. Since we have approximately 
$6.5 million of rent supplement funds from the supple- 
mental appropriation for 1966 and have pending in the 
Senate (already appropriated by the House) an addi- 
tional $20 million of rent supplement funds, we should 
have no difficulty in making preliminary reservations for 
the entire program this year. 

You will be interested to know that of the 91 projects, 
two-thirds involve nonprofit sponsorship. ‘These spon- 
sors are composed of the following types: 


26 religious bodies 

14 fraternal organizations 
14 public interest groups 
3 labor unions 

4 miscellaneous 


As you know, there has been a great deal of criticism 
of public housing on the ground that it tends to create 
massive institutional concentrations of low-income shelter. 
Under the rent supplement program, as it has developed 
to date, there is no indication of a similar trend. ,As a 
matter of fact, the largest project is one sponsored by the 
House Service for Aging, Inc., in Ossining, New York, 
and it will have 240 units. There are eight other proj- 
ects of 200 units and 13 projects of 100-200 units. The 
remainder are of smaller size. 

I trust this summary will be of interest to you. 


Rospert C. WEAVER 








Attachment 
RENT SUPPLEMENT PRELIMINARY RESERVATIONS AS OF 6/30/66 
Number 
Location: Units by 
ZONE I Locality 
Massachusetts (183 units) 
a SE re 82 
ee EE ER He 101 
Connecticut (433 units) 
TI easiccnnccnseapcnians nt nei sicucncsiacniaai geleicaipaiaaaatan 65 
I I cenit icici sisspcnineni giana 106 
sic ncin cine ii cigar uaa 83 
UI sscikscciisscacitcanaasniniehaiguhpiabaisiiehie 96 
Be ee a ee 83 
Rhode Island (66 units) 
III Soo ec ncneeniaeeee eee 66 
Maine (25 units) 
OID aii ces cetinccieescssincieticcctttncn atlanta 25 
New York (1,423 units) 
| Rn A ee eT re ET er | 200 
ne ae a De Ee ro 240 
New Wee Qitiisice sins ck in ctinaccssseieeeee 983 
Pennsylvania (361 units) 
UREN OD ass ee 128 
CRAMCRTIONG | oneness a 
| a ae ne ee eo 126 





Philadelphia 
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RENT SUPPLEMENT PRELIMINARY RESERVATIONS 
AS OF 6/30/66—Continued 



































































































































Number 
Units by 
Location: Locality 
ZONE 1—Continued 
New Jersey (107 units) 
Hackensack 24 
Newark 83 
West Virginia (50 units) 
Charleston ce. 
ZONE Ill 
Georgia (214 units) 
Atlanta 114 
Macon 100 
Kentucky (100 units) 
Frankfort 100 
Tennessee (576 units) 
Knoxville 51 
Memphis 150 
Clarksville 100 
Nashville 200 
Pulaski 75 
North Carolina (44 units) 
Salisbury 44 
Florida (822 units) 
Tampa 100 
Jacksonville 400 
Gainesville 172 
Lake City 50 
Pensacola 100 
South Carolina (110 units) 
Sumter 60 
Georgetown 50 
Mississippi (451 units) 
Greenville 120 
Jackson 100 
Canton 100 
Gulfport 100 
Mound Bayou 31 
Puerto Rico (144 units) 
San Juan - 144 
ZONE IV 
Ohio (22 units) 
Cleveland ~~ 29 
Michigan (50 units) 
Saginaw 50 
Wisconsin (197 units) 
St. Paul 25 
Milwaukee 172 
Minnesota (150 units) 
Minneapolis 150 
Nebraska (40 units) 
Omaha 40 
Illinois (239 units) 
East St. Louis 200 
Chicago 39 
ZONE V 
Colorado (25 units) 
Loveland er 
Louisiana (250 units) 
Baton Rouge 150 
New Orleans 100 
Texas (830 units) 
El Paso 200 
San Antonio 200 
Austin 60 
Big Springs 70 
Houston 200 
Odessa 100 
Missouri (540 units) 
St. Louis 200 
Kansas City 340 
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RENT SUPPLEMENT PRELIMINARY RESERVATIONS 
As OF 6/30/66—Continued 




















Number 
Units by 
Location: Locality 
ZONE VI 
Washington (52 units) 
Pasco 52 
California (471 units) 
Los Angeles 326 
Farmersville 145 
Wyoming (100 units) 
Cheyenne 60 
Casper 40 
Utah (30 units) 
Salt Lake City 30 
Oregon (22 units) 
Portland 22 





Rent Supplement Program 


The President’s Memorandum in Response to a Progress 
Report from the Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development. July 22, 1966 


It is gratifying to learn of the progress of the rent sup- 
plement program. 


I am particularly pleased to see the wide, representa- 
tive character of organizations serving as sponsors—co- 
operatives and labor unions, settlement houses, veterans, 
civic groups, and especially churches. Their willingness 
to join forces with private enterprise and Government in 
attacking the stubborn problem of housing the poor must 
be matched by our readiness to give them all the assist- 
ance we can. 

This is a new kind of venture for most of them. There 
is little in their normal experience that prepares them 
as sponsors of housing projects. They will be greatly 
aided by business and professional people in the building 
industry competent to handle the complex problems of 
project planning and construction. On the other hand, 
their association with those lacking either competence or 
proper motivation can lead to failures and discourage- 
ment. When liberal Government assistance is available, 
as it is in the rent supplement and the elderly housing 
programs, there is always some danger of attracting those 
few speculators who would promote unsound projects 
for selfish ends. 

Guidance by your Department during the formative 
stages of these projects can be critically important. It 
is then that you can give nonprofit sponsors the counsel 
and technical assistance they need. It is then also that 
you can maintain controls that will keep out the un- 
scrupulous few who might seek to exploit the program. 

I want you to give the highest priority to whatever 
steps are necessary to maintain a system of assistance and 
surveillance. I shall continue to follow the rent supple- 
ment program with keen interest. 


NoTE: For Secretary Weaver’s progress report see the preceding 
item. 
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Expenses of Transferred Civilian 
Officers or Employees 


Executive Order 11290 Delegating Authority To Pre- 
scribe Regulations Relating Thereto to the Director, 
Bureau of the Budget. Dated July 21, 1966, Released 
July 22, 1966 


AMENDING Executive Orper No. 11230, DeLecatinc 
CERTAIN FUNCTIONS OF THE PRESIDENT TO THE 
DiRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF THE BUDGET 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by Section 301 
of Title 3 of the United States Code, and as President 
of the United States, Executive Order No. 11230 of 
June 28, 1965 (entitled “Delegating Certain Functions 
of the President to the Director of the Bureau of the 
Budget”), as amended, is hereby further amended as 
follows: 

(1) By substituting for the parenthetical text in Sec- 
tion 1(3) thereof the following: “(relating to the pay- 
ment of certain actual expenses pertaining to his house- 
hold goods and personal effects, or the reimbursement 
on a commuted basis in lieu of the payment of such 
actual expenses, of any civilian officer or employee of 
the Government transferred from one official station to 
another for permanent duty between points in the con- 
tinental United States)”. 


(2) By adding at the end of Section 1 thereof the 
following: 
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“(29) The authority vested in the President by Sec- 
tions 23, 24, 25, 26, and 27 of the Administrative Ex- 
penses Act of 1946, to prescribe the regulations (relat- 
ing, respectively, to (A) certain expenses in connection 
with the transfer of a civilian officer or employee from 
one official station to another, including transfer from 
one department to another, for permanent duty, (B) 
certain payments in connection with such transfer, (C) 
the allowance of nontemporary storage expenses or stor- 
age at Government expense in Government-owned fa- 
cilities (including related transportation and other ex- 
penses) of the household goods and personal effects of 
a civilian officer, employee, or new appointee assigned 
to a permanent duty station at an isolated location, (D) 
the payment in whole or in part by the transferor 
department or by the transferee department of certain 
allowances and benefits in cases of transfers between de- 
partments for reasons of reduction in force or transfer 
of function, and (E) certain expenses of and benefits 
for a former officer or employee separated by reason of 
reduction in force or transfer of function who is re- 
employed within one year of the date of such separation 
under described circumstances) provided for in those 
Sections.” 

Lynpon B. JoHNsOoN 
The White House 
July 21, 1966 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 3:32 p.m., July 22, 
1966] 


NoTE: A notice that the President had signed E. O. 11290 on 
July 21 was posted on the bulletin board in the White House Press 
Room on July 22. The Executive order was not made public in 
the form of a White House press release. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this 
issue. 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved July 18, 1966 
ee Public Law 89-506 


An Act to amend the Federal Tort Claims 
Act to authorize increased agency consid- 
eration of tort claims against the Govern- 
ment, and for other purposes. 


ee Public Law 89-505 


An Act to establish a statute of limitations 
for certain actions brought by the Gov- 
ernment. 


ee Public Law 89-504 


Federal Salary and Fringe Benefits Act of 
1966. 


SUR. 2G0OB. Wo ne Public Law 89-507 


An Act to provide for judgments for costs 
against the United States. 


CBE iiicencienmnn Public Law 89-503 


An Act to authorize the Attorney General 
to transfer to the Smithsonian Institution 
title to certain objects of art. 


Approved July 19, 1966 
ee Public Law 89-514 


Joint Resolution to authorize the Commis- 
sioners of the District of Columbia to pro- 
mulgate special regulations for the period 
of the ninety-third annual session of the 
Imperial Council, Ancient Arabic Order of 
the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine for North 
America, to be held in Washington, Dis- 
trict of Columbia, in July 1967, to author- 
ize the granting of certain permits to Im- 
perial Shrine Convention, 1967, Incor- 
porated, on the occasions of such sessions, 
and for other purposes. 


BE, SR sii ncn Public Law 89-512 


An Act to amend the Classification Act of 
1949 to authorize the establishment of 
hazardous duty pay in certain cases. 


ee ee Public Law 89-509 


The National Air Museum Amendments 
Act of 1965. 


EMR. SPENT cscs ccncsus Public Law 89-513 


An Act to amend the Act of October 4, 
1961, to facilitate the efficient preservation 
and protection of certain lands in Prince 
Georges and Charles Counties, Maryland, 
and for other purposes. 
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ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT—Continued 


Approved July 19, 1966—Continued 


oe | een Public Law 89-508 
Federal Claims Collection Act of 1966. 
BE... BONO cccscnmccanse Public Law 89-511 


Library Services and Construction Act 
Amendments of 1966. 


pe ee Public Law 89-515 


An Act to increase the authorization for 
appropriation for continuing work in the 
Missouri River Basin by the Secretary of 
the Interior. 


© FO ita cccitmmnnind Public Law 89-510 


An Act to amend section 6 of the Southern 
Nevada Project Act (Act of October 22, 
1965; 79 Stat. 1068). 


Approved July 21, 1966 
OD cai nesnnincencs Public Law 89-516 


An Act to amend the Administrative Ex- 
penses Act of 1946, as amended, to provide 
for reimbursement of certain moving ex- 
penses of employees, and to authorize 
payment of expenses for storage of house- 
hold goods and personal effects of employ- 
ees assigned to isolated duty stations 
within the continental United States. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The releases listed below, made public by 
the Office of the White House Press Secre- 
tary during the period covered by this issue, 
are not included in the issue. 


Released July 15, 1966 


Text of citation presented to William J. 
Hopkins. 

Biographical data on William J. Hopkins, 
description of functions of the Executive 
Clerk, and text of citation presented to 


William J. Hopkins by President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower. 


Released July 18, 1966 

List of Agricultural Advisory Corps volun- 
teers and addresses, 

Released July 20, 1966 


Remarks of the President to the exchange 
students of the American Field Service 
(advance text). 


Released July 21, 1966 


The President’s remarks at the arrival of 
Prime Minister Burnham of Guyana (ad- 
vance text). 
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